RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT NCDOT Research Program
Annual Timeline

The following timeline represents a typical annual research cycle development process, but variation
due to funding or technical issues may occur. Note that projects may also be developed by individual
RFP and through other mechanisms at any time.

A graphical representation is found on the second page.

MAY —JUNE (2 MIONTHS)
R&D OFFICE SOLICITS RESEARCH IDEAS FROM NCDOT STAFF AND UNIVERSITIES

JULY — AUGUST (4-6 WEEKS)
RESEARCH IDEAS EVALUATED BY RESEARCH TECHNICAL SUBCOMMITTEES

SEPTEMBER — OCTOBER (6-8 WEEKS)
R&D UNIT NOTIFIES IDEA SUBMITTERS OF STATUS AND DISTRIBUTES REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS

NOVEMBER — DECEMBER (4-6 WEEKS)
RESEARCH PROPOSALS EVALUATED BY RESEARCH TECHNICAL SUBCOMMITTEES

DECEMBER — JANUARY (4-6 WEEKS)
NCDOT RESEARCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REVIEWS RESEARCH PROPOSALS AND
APPROVES FINAL PROJECT SELECTION

FEBRUARY (2-4 WEEKS)
NCDOT R&D NOTIFIES UNIVERSITIES OF AWARDS

MARCH — APRIL (4-6 WEEKS)
FHWA FINAL REVIEW OF ANNUAL PROGRAM

MAY-JuLY
R&D UNIT NOTIFIES RESEARCHERS AND UNIVERSITIES TO PREPARE OFFICIAL
PROJECT AUTHORIZATION DOCUMENTS

AUGUST
RESEARCH PROJECTS START ON AUGUST 1
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May-June

Solicit Research Ideas

August 1 July-August

Project Start Evaluate Ideas

May-July September-October

Contract Development Proposal Development

March-April November-December

FHWA Approval Evaluate Proposals

February-March December-January

Executive Committee

Award Notifications .
Review
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